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Finally, Native American Voices relates to the ethnic experi
ence because of the above stated reason, as well as the
insightful and often moving experiences portrayed by the vari
ous authors. For example, in "Civilize Them With a Stick, " Mary
Crow Dog shares her poignant and painful experience as a
Native American student in an educational system that was
cruel and unbending. She compares the old Indian boarding
schools to N azi concentration camps. This is not a story you
will ever read about in school textbooks, because it is such a
shameful part of our history. As I read her story I was able to
envision the dark side of the boarding schools and the legacy
they left for contemporary N ative Americans.
Nati ve American Voices is thought-provoking and suit
able for a wide range of academic disciplines. The diverse
viewpoints make the readings interesting and informative.
Additionally, the last part of the book dealing with resistance
and revitalization leaves the reader with a sense of hope and
promise for the N ative American community.
Elsa 0. Valdez
California State University, San Bernardino

Elizabeth Martinez.
De Co/ores Means A ll Of Us.
(Cambridge, MA: South End Press, 1 998). 266 pp. , $1 8.00.
Elizabeth Martinez, well known San Franciscan activist,
author and journalist, in her most recent work endeavors to
connect the movements of the 90s with the crucible of the 60s.
Her narrative of the course of contemporary activism and insur
gence in the United States gives the reader an introspective
look into the underbelly of Chicano/Chicana activism in the 60s
and the resultant conflicts which ensued from not initially
addressing issues of sexism, classism and machismo within
the Movimiento. She provocatively talks about the utilization of
"chingon politics" and the suppression of the Chicana feminist
voice which has ultimately led to attempts to redefine and
reconstitute the Movimiento.
In a panethnic comparative and reflective manner
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Martinez explores the evolution of the Chicana/a Movimiento in
light of other geopolitical and domestic struggles. She assaults
the structure and order of neoliberal capitalism which still con
fines Cuba, subjugates indigenous peoples in Chiapas,
exploits workers across international boundaries, and feeds off
the defining American character born of racism and Manifest
Destiny.
Her chapter " Reinventing America" critiques the national
character and the "origin myth" that has been used traditional
ly to discredit and to subordinate the contributions of people of
color. Instead she advocates the establishment of a new origin
mythology, in contrast to a "Dick and Jane" prototype, inclusive
of America's collective voices and bound together in a trans
formative version of American culture and society.
Martinez speaks to the need of coalition building
amongst Asian Americans, Latinas/as, Native Americans,
African Americans and American Gay, Lesbian and white work
ing classes. Ultimately she looks forward to the third millenni
al struggle for social justice and all levels waged in collabora
tive fashion. As part of this struggle she warns the reader of
the pitfalls of "Oppression Olympics" and the futility of attempt
ing to construct a hierarchy of suffering while at the same time
extolling united resistance to a complex system of domination,
which links together racism, patriarchy, homophobia and glob
al capitalist exploitation.
In the case of the Chicano/a Movimiento she speaks
vehemently to the need for the creation of a new "Chicano left"
that speaks less about dogmatic purity and more about work
ers' and immigrants' rights and social equity. As many
Chicano/a youth receive inspiration from the recognition of
their own "indigenismo" Martinez would have all Chicanos/as
use indigenismo as a cultural, social template for unity which
naturally transcends all political boundaries and borders.
Martinez's personalized account of history, politics and
contemporary social movements gives the reader an intimate
and unique insight into the struggles inherent within the strug
gle itself. Her critical assessment and analysis of the early
days of the Chicano/a Movimiento give way to a visionary and
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dynamic p rescri ption of what the Movimiento could be if
expanded to include all marginal ized voices with in its fronte ras .
Larry J . Estrada
Weste rn Washington U n iversity

Devon A. Mihesuah, ed.
Natives and A cademics:
Researching and Writing A bout A merican Indians.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1 998). xi 2 1 3 pp.
As a wh ite scholar of American In d ian autobiog raphies, I
approached this col lection of essays ed ited by Devon A .
M i hesuah , Associate P rofessor o f Histo ry a t Northern A rizona
U n ivers ity,
with
both
antici pati o n
and
t re p i dati o n .
Conve rsations about the place of wh ite scholars in all areas of
eth nic studies h as crested again recently and is appeari ng in
many academ ic journals. I n the M ay 1 998, PMLA ( 1 1 3 . 3) , the
Guest Col u m n by Nellie Y. McKay, P rofessor of American and
African A m e rican Lite ratu re at U n ive rs ity of Wi sco ns i n ,
Madison , states that too m any qualified wh ite scholars are not
being asked to fill positions, wh ich resu lts in African American
Literatu re eith e r not being taught at all o r by being taught but
by unqualified p rofessors al ready on staff . McKay is con
cerned about this situation , stating that there is "nothing mysti
cal about African American l iteratu re that makes it the sole
property of those of African descent" (366) . S i m i larly, Louis
Owens tel ls John P u rdy i n an interview publ ished in the
Summer 1 998 Studies in American Indian Literatures ( 1 0 . 2) : "I
don't have any patience at all with the essentialist attitudes that
say non-I ndians shouldn't read th ings [written] by I n d ians or
tal k about I n d ian l iteratu re o r whatever'' ( 1 6) .
Two individual scholars writing in disparate journals do
n ot carry as m uch i m pact as an entire collection of essays
specifically add ressing the research i n g , writi n g , and teaching
about American I n d ians . M ihesuah has ed ited an i m p ressive
col lection of essays by American I n d ian scholars including
Angela Cavender Wilson , Paula Gunn Al len , Vine Deloria, J r. ,
Donald L . Fixico , S usan A . M i l ler, E l izabeth Cook- Lyn n , Laurie
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